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Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

STATEMENT BY REIN PAULSEN, HEAD OF OCHA IN THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF A HUMANITARIAN AID
WORKER
Kinshasa, 07 May 2016

“The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the wider
humanitarian community in the Democratic Republic of the Congo are mourning the
loss of a humanitarian aid worker. | offer my deepest condolences to the family, friends
and colleagues of Roger Muteba Muanyishayi, a lawyer from Heal Africa who lost his
life on 6 May after the NGO vehicle in which he was a passenger was caught up in
fighting on the road between Mweso and Kichanga, in the Masisi territory of North Kivu.

The tragic death of this young lawyer should not pass in silence. It is a regrettable
illustration of the significant insecurity that impacts the lives of too many people in the
DRC. It is also a sobering reminder of the risks faced by aid workers who make
sacrifices — sometimes the ultimate one — to provide life-saving assistance to
vulnerable communities.

It is paramount that all actors with responsibility ensure that the right to give and receive
humanitarian assistance is safeguarded.

Our thoughts are with the family of Roger Muteba Muanyishayi.”

—END—-

For more information, please contact:

OCHA RDC: Yvon Edoumou, Head of Public information and Advocacy, +243 817 061 213, edoumou@un.org;
OCHA NORD-KIVU : Nadia Berger, Public Information Officer, +243 817 080 987, berger@un.org

OCHA'’s press release and statement are available at: http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/democratic-republi
and www.facebook.com/UNOCHA

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) United Nations is to mobilize and coordinate
effective humanitarian action, guided by principles, in partnership with national and international actors.


mailto:edoumou@un.org
mailto:berger@un.org
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/democratic-republic-congo
http://www.facebook.com/UNOCHA

